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upon G. B. Sowerby, Jr.'s Monograph of the latter Genus. By 
John H. Redfield. — From the same. 

The Committee appointed, at the last meeting, to confer 
with a Committee of the Academy of Arts and Sciences of 
Boston, and with Lieut. Gilliss, on the subjects referred to in 
a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, read on the 15th of 
September, reported their action. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 224 and 225, were read. 

On motion, the South Carolina College was placed on the 
list of correspondents of this Society. 



Special Meeting, October 13. 

Present, sixteen members. 

Dr. Chapman, President, in the Chair. 

The President stated that the Society had been called to- 
gether to receive the award of the arbitrators in the matter in 
dispute between the Society and Mr. W. D. Lewis. 

Which award having been read, together with a letter from 
the counsel of the Society, the Society adopted the resolutions 
presented to them by the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Judge Kane, the thanks of the Society were 
presented to Messrs. T. I. Wharton and H. J. Williams, who 
had officiated so assiduously and ably as counsel for the Society. 



Stated Meeting, October 20. 

Present, eleven members. 

Dr. Patterson, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Letters were received and read: — 

From the Royal Society of Sciences of Stockholm, dated 
Stockholm, 1st November, 1847, transmitting a donation to the 
Library, and announcing the receipt of Vol. IX. Part 2, of the 
vol. v. — F 
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Transactions, and Nos. 32 to 37, inclusive, of the Proceedings 
of this Society : and — 

From the Lyceum of Natural History of New York, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of Vol. IX. Part 3, and Vol. X. Part 
1, of the Transactions, and Nos. 2 — 6 to 12, and 15 to 40, in- 
clusive, of the Proceedings of the Society. 

The following donations were announced : — 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Handlingar: 1845. Parts 1 and 
2. — From the Royal Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. 

Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Forhandlingar. Arg. 3. 
Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10: 1846 : and Arg. 4. Nos. 1 to 6, incl. 1847.— 
From the same. 

Beriittelse om Framstegen i Fysik, 4ren 1843, och 1844 : afgifven 
till Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademien. Af A. F. Svanberg och P. 
A. Siljestrom. — From the same. 

Arsberattelse om Zoologiens Framsteg under siren 1843 och 1844 ; 
till Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademien ; afgifven af Zoologise Inten- 
denterna vid Rikets Naturhistoriska Museum. Forsta Delen 
(Anim. Vertebrata,) af C. J. Sundevall. — From the same. 

Tal hS.Het vid Prsesidii nedlaggande uti Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akade- 
mien, den 7 April, 1841, af N. G. Sefstrom. — From the same. 

Guide to Northern Archaeology, by the Royal Society of Northern 
Antiquaries at Copenhagen. Edited for the use of English 
Readers, by the Right Hon. Earl of Ellesmere. London, 1848. — 
From President Edward Everett. 

Reduction of the Observations of the Moon, made at the Royal Ob- 
servatory, Greenwich, from 1750 to 1830. Computed by order 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, under the Superin- 
tendence of George Biddell Airy, Esq., M.A., Astronomer Royal. 
Vol. I. containing Investigation of Moon's Right Ascension : Vol. 
II. containing Investigation of Moon's North Polar Distance, and 
Comparison of Moon's Observed and Tabular Place. — From the 
Royal Society, London. 

Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, made at the Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich, in the year 1845; under the direction 
of George Biddell Airy, Esq., M.A., Astronomer Royal. Published 
by order of the Board of Admiralty. — From the same. 

Archseologia ; or Miscellaneous Tracts relating to Antiquity. Pub- 
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lished by the Society of Antiquaries of London. Vol. XXXII.— 

From the Society. 
Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society. No. 15. August 1, 

1848. — From the Society. 
Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. VIII. 

No. 8. June 9, 1848 — From the Society. 
Annals and Magazine of Natural History, including Zoology, Botany, 

and Geology. Vol. II. No. 9. Sept. 1848.— From Sir Wil- 
liam Jardine, Bart. 
Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. New 

Series. Vol. I. Part 2. — From the Academy. 
The American Journal of the Medical Sciences. Edited by Isaac 

Hays, M.D. No. XXXII. New Series. Oct. 1848 — From 

Dr. Isaac Hays. 
The Medical News and Library. Vol. VI. No. 70. Oct. 1848.— 

From Messrs. Lea df Blanchard. 
The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXIV. No. 10. 

Oct. 1848. — From the American Colonization Society. 

Mr. Geo. M. Justice exhibited to the Society a spy-glass, 
made by Merz and Son, of Munich, which he conceived to be 
superior in several respects to other instruments of equal mag- 
nitude. 

The superiority of the instrument he stated to consist in the great 
perfection of the glasses, combining space-penetrating power, and dis- 
tinctness of vision ; although the object glass is only If inches in 
diameter, and the focal length 31 inches. The tubes slide into each 
other, as in the common spy-glass, thus reducing its length so as to 
be entirely portable. 

By the simple arrangement of a sliding eye-glass, an increased 
magnifying power is obtained, which may be so graduated as to give 
the force of a telescope carrying a magnifying power of about 40. 
Thus, what is only a spy -glass, fitted for terrestrial purposes, may in- 
stantly be converted into a telescope for celestial observations ; the 
collimation being preserved by marks on the tube. With this glass 
all the familiar scenery of the moon is clearly defined, and so satis- 
factory is it, that parts which have been considered tests of powerful 
instruments are distinctly visible. Thus, on the sides and top of the 
lunar range, known as the Appenines, the crater-form appearances 
may be seen well defined. Some of the double stars are beautifully 
separated ; and clusters of stars are visible through this instrument 



42 

which others of much larger dimensions have heretofore been used to 
resolve. It thus affords to the amateur astronomer the advantage of 
a cheap, portable, and satisfactory instrument. 

Their being no quorum present, the stated business of the 
meeting, the election of members, was necessarily postponed. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 224 and 225, were read. 

Dr. Patterson, chairman of the Committee on Finance, re- 
ported the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee. 



Stated Meeting, November 3. 

Present, thirteen members. 

Dr. Franklin Bache, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

A letter was received and read: — 

From the Royal Bavarian Academy of Sciences, dated Mu- 
nich, 31st January, 1848, acknowledging the receipt of Vol. 
IV. No. 35, of the Proceedings, and Vol. IX. Part 3, of the 
Transactions of this Society, and announcing a donation to the 
Library. 

The following donations were announced: — 

FOB THE LIBRARY. 

Gelehrte Anzeigen : Herausgegeben von Mitgliedern der Koniglich 
Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften. Vol. XXIV. Janu- 
ary to June ; and Vol. XXV. July to December, 1847. Munich, 
1847. 4to. — From the Royal Bavarian Academy of Sciences. 

Abhandlungen der Mathematisch Physikalischen Classe der Konig- 
lich Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften. Vol. V. Parti. 
Munich, 1847. 4to. — From the same. 

Bulletin der Konigl. Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften : for 
the year 1847. Nos. 1 to 35, inclusive. Munich, 4to. — From 
the same. 

Extra Impression of the Preface and Introduction to Dr. J. G. 
Fliigel's Practical Dictionary of the English and German Lan- 
guages. London, Leipzig, and Hamburg. 1848. 8vo. — From 
the Author. 

Astronomical Observations made at the Radcliffe Observatory, Ox- 



